GEORGIA VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AGENCY

Georgia's Business Enterprise Program (BEP) provides work opportunities
to persons who are legally visually impaired or blind as certified by an
ophthalmologist or optometrist pursuant to the federal Randolph-Sheppard

Act of 1936.

The BEP, one of six divisions in the Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
(GVRA), was authorized by the federal Randolph-Sheppard Act of 1936 and
was established in Georgia in 1944. It is recognized as the State Licensing
Agency (SLA) and has priority for operating businesses on federal property
and may also operate sites on other properties. Sites include snack bars, cafes,
cafeterias, coffee bars, food courts, gift and sundry shops, military dining
facilities, vending routes, interstate rest areas and welcome centers.

If you are an agency or business interested in providing your customers
and/or employees with a convenient on-site food, vending or beverage
service, the BEP would be happy to discuss our various levels of service based
on customer specifications. It will be our responsibility to assist in the design
and layout of the service you request, provide all equipment and merchandise
inventory, as well as select a licensed blind vendor manager to service your
location.

As a host organization, you will have the satisfaction of providing quality
service to your customers and employees while providing a viable
employment opportunity for a Georgian who is blind. For more information
on the advantages of partnering with the BEP, please call our main office
number in Tucker, GA at (770) 724-6590. You may also reach your local BEP
Counselor, Thomas Simpson, at thomas.simpson@gvs.ga.gov.




GEORGIA VOCATIONAL
REHABILITATION AGENCY

Benefits to You

« All start-up costs associated with equipment, products and
structural design are managed by the BEP.

o All equipment is tested and managed to provide reliable service.

 BEP can assist with meeting your diversity employment goals.

« BEP managers have been providing professional, ethical, and
reliable food services since 1936. The managers of the BEP are
dedicated to the success of the program and in return have an
industry low turn-over rate.

« Every manager in the BEP has access to a team of Business
Counselors for assuring the overall success of the business.
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Foster Care and Behavioral Health Services

+ Do you have an empty spare
room in your house?

* Do you have some extra time
and energy?

* Have you ever wanted to
make a difference?

* We provide specialized foster care for
children in DFCS custody

+ Children placed are from all over the
state of Georgia

* We place children from ages 0-18

* Sibling, Teen and Referral incentives
offered

WE ALSO OFFER:
Special Needs Training
IMPACT Certification
Crisis Prevention Intervention Training
Adult and Child First Aid/AED/CPR
24/7 Case Management Support
Monthly Foster Parent Training

CALL US TODAY
229-244-1707
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Specialized

Foster Care

2200 N. PATTERSON ST.
VALDOSTA, GA 31602
Phone: 229-244-1707

Fax: 229-244-1779

Fostering a Child

Today
-\ Brings hope for their
Tomorrow

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED!

Please call 229-244-1707
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girl scouts
of historic georgia

Tiffany Cohran

M seirship Recriiitment Manager 515 Pine Avenue
888.689.1912 (mmin) Albany, GA 31701
229.299.8457 (direcl) gshg.org
813.641.4029 (cell) lcohran@gshg org

Girl Scouting bullds dirls of courage, confidence and character,
who make the world a better place.
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What: Mom's Connection! Mom's Connection is a chance
for moms to get together and receive/offer support and
encouragement to each other. We get together in groups to
share with each other about various topics involved in
parenting! We will also look at what the Bible says about these
same topics! During our meetings we enjoy a snack, work on a
craft project, and win some door prizes. FREE Child care will
be provided for each meeting.

When: Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 24th from
9:30am to 11:30 am. Late arrivals will join in the program
where we are, we will not be able to go back and catch people
up on what they have missed!

Where: Park Avenue Methodist Church 100 E Park Ave (IF
you have difficulty finding us, please call 229-234-7427)
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Valdosta Police Department Opens Prescription Drug Drop
Off Box

Valdosta Police Department Press Release:

The Valdosta Police Department now has a Consumer Drug Take-Back Program. The
department has contracted with a drug disposal company and has placed a Drug Drop-Box in the
outer lobby at Valdosta Police Headquarters. This lobby is open 24 hours a day to our citizens.

The type of drugs which can be dropped off include Schedule TI-V controlled substances which
include all prescription and medicinal-related drugs for human and pet consumption. The box is
very similar to a US Postal Mail Box in that you open the top drawer, place medication inside,
and close the drawer. There is no fee or documentation requirements for our citizens. Simply
drop the prescription drugs in the box; that’s it. Once per month, the discarded drugs are
disposed of properly by the outside company following federal guidelines for disposal-of
Schedule II-V Drugs.

“In light of the issues with opioids and other prescription drugs in our country, this Drug Drop-
Off box gives our citizens a way o discard unused prescription drugs safely and to avoid them
ending up in the wrong hands”, stated Chief Brian Childress.



Housing the Homeless |
with Mental Health and Substance Abuse Issues

To Register:

collaborative.eventbrite.com

housingthehomeless-benchmarkcommuni

Recovery from mental iliness and addiction 5
can only occur when basic needs are met. Frlday

Paradoxically, severe and persistent mental :

iliness can cause individuals to become Aprll 2 0’ 2 0 18 |
unable to maintain housing and causes 11:_00;1m-1_:00pm
individuals to become isolated from their (Registration begins at 10:30am)
support systems. This increases their risk for Location: !
homelessness and makes it unlikely that they James H. Rainwater Conference
can engage in treatment and begin their Center: 1 Meeting Place, Valdosta
journey to wellness. Join us to learn about
the collaborative effort between DBHDD and
DCA to increase ease of access to housing for
these individuals. Learn how to access
housing and eligibility criteria, and where to
refer individuals in need. We will also hear
from the local homelessness task force about
community efforts being made to combat
homelessness.
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Emergency Shelter — Provides a safe place for victims of
domestic violence to stay with their children. The program has a
22 bed capacity and offers a 4-6 week stay. While in our shelter
clothing, food, and transportation are provided.

Case Management — This program assesses the current needs of the clients and will help them set goals to
complete while at the shelter. These goals may include job and/or housing searches.

Rapid Rehousing — Working with the landlords and other housing options, clients may qualify for our rapid
re-housing program if permanent housing is a goal. In this program clients will receive temporary assistance for
obtaining housing. Follow-ups will be conducted for up to six months after leaving the shelter to ensure the

client is able to maintain housing.

Therapy — The Haven provides all of our clients with counselling services. Our therapist works with domestic
violence, sexual assault for residential and outreach clients to provide them with discussions on emotions and
experiences to help improve their overall mental health.

Children’s Program — Works with the children in the shelter by offering them support groups, taking them on
field trips, and doing arts and crafts. Our children’s advocate helps the children get enrolled in school and
teaches parenting classes. Parenting classes and other supports are also offered to the mother’s.

Outreach — Works with victims in the community to ensure they are safe and offers them the same services
victims in the shelter would receive. The outreach advocate can act as a link between child protective services
and the victim by coordinating case plans. They also offer domestic violence assessments.

Legal — Provide victims of domestic violence and sexual assault with guidance through the legal system. Our
legal advocate can assist with getting Temporary Protective Orders (TPO) and accompany victims to court. The
legal advocate acts as a liaison between the judges and law enforcement to serve the needs of the victim.

Rape Crisis Center — Our sexual assault center is one of three free-standing centers in Georgia. We provide
victims of sexual assault with on site forensic exams conducted by a sexual assault nurse examiner (S.A.N.E.).

Prevention Education — The purpose of prevention education is to promote healthy relationships and risk
awareness with the hope of preventing dating violence and sexual assault to adolescents and young adults.

Volunteer — Seeks dedicated individuals with a passion for volunteer work and a commitment to The Haven
and its mission. This program is to allow the community to contribute to our cause through direct and indirect
volunteering.

Al Senvices wne fnee and confidential and previded 2471
| peal Crigis Kotline 224244160



Living Bridges Ministry Spring Clothing Exchange
Saturday. April 7. 2018 from 9:00am -12:30pm
Sponsored by Living Bridges Ministry af Park Avenue Methodist Church
100 E Park Avenue, Valdosta

. This event is first come, first served. We will allow people to begin picking out clothing
at 9:00AM.

. We will close at 12:30pm OR when we run out of clothing whichever happens first.

. Each family that comes may get 10 tickets per family member who is in attendance for
clothing without bringing any clothing to exchange.

. To receive more than 10 items of clothing you must bring clothing to exchange. To
exchange clothing, you may turn in items of gently used clothing that your family no
longer needs/wants. For each item you bring that meets the guidelines below, you will
be given a ticket to select any item of clothing.

. We do not accept any used underwear in any of our donations.

. Clothing must be clean; not dirty or stained.

. Clothing should be gently used; no rips/tears or holes. All buttons, zippers, snaps, etc
on the garment.

. Because all of our clothing has been donated, we have no control over sizes/quantities.
Some sizes may not be available.
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